
 

 
 

Harness of Working Equitation ASI 
 

The saddle generally used for Working 
Equitation in Italy is a reinterpretation of the 
Scafarda saddle originally structured on the 
basis of the classic military-type battery 
saddle. 
This was designed to allow excellent 
ventilation of the horse's back given the use 
for long hours and a rational distribution of 
weight on the side cushions. The seat is 
less deep and anatomical than in the 
Bardella (another typically Maremma 
saddle of origins in the Maremma Lazio) 
and therefore the rider has greater 
possibility of movement. 
This version revisited with a sporty attitude 
is structured on the basis of a dressage or 
complete saddle, covered with a shaped 
and modeled leather structure referring to the typical original model and 
padded in the areas useful for the best balance of the rider. This version 
obviously allows excellent contact with the horse with every part of the leg, 
contact and balance necessary for the optimization of medium/high level 
training figures. 
To this combination are added the two wooden elements, front and rear and 
sometimes with the addition of the ornamental metal arch typical of the original 

structure of the Scafarda which had a 
completely wooden arch. This saddle, as 
also happens with the sporting 
reinterpretations of the work saddles of 
other nations, allows for better riding 
without neglecting a stylistic link to 
traditions. 
The mouth can be of the "broken" type, 
typical of the Lazio area which historically 
is combined with the Bardella or of the 
"whole" type typical of the maritime area of 
Tuscany with influence of the past Spanish 
invasions and more often combined with 
the Scafarda. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
The harnesses are strictly made of leather, both 
black and brown in combination with the color of 
the saddle and the horse must be led with one 
hand, traditionally defined as "in bridle". 
Accompanying the saddle are two additional 
harnesses, today more ornamental, but which 
had a functional nature when the horse was 
constantly used for daily work with livestock in 
the inaccessible areas of grazing lands. These 
are the undertail and the pectoral. The first 
connects the saddle to a loop that passes under 
the horse's tail in order to prevent it from sliding 
forward on downhill stretches. On the other 
hand, the breastplate had the same function by 
strapping the horse in the chest, safeguarding 
the positioning in the uphill stretches. 
The tool used by the rider was the "mozzarella" or "hook" to be considered the 
"extension of the hand" of the buttero with a functional character in the daily 
and necessary handling of needs without having to forcibly dismount from the 
horse.  


